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A Prudent Wife

Pastor Kwong-Wabh Lau

“The Light of Coral Springs” published
a special issue to commemorate the
fifth anniversary of the passing of our
late Si Mu, Mrs. Irene Lau. | was greatly
moved by the affection and remem-
brance of the brothers and sisters to-
ward Si Mu. The chief editor, Brother
Guanglong Zhu requested that | write
an article in reference to her life. As
her husband, | cannot refuse. There-
fore, | will use God’s words, “ A Pru-
dent Wife” as the title to reminisce
with our brothers and sisters together,
the testimony of Si Mu. It has been
said, “ The nail in the coffin means it is
settled.” Si Mu was a prudent wife;
this was agreed upon by consensus,
without a doubt.

Sister Lucy Chu, who represented the
senior citizens, often said that Si Mu
was truly an exemplary wife. Many
younger sisters who have met Si Mu
were very impressed by her said that
they were deeply impacted by her. Our
Children’s Ministry was renown every-
where. Sister Cathy Yeung, the Super-
intendent, trailed after Si Mu in her
youth and admired Si Mu’s teaching
methods. She sincerely pled to become
Si Mu’s God-daughter. Si Mu Bonnie
Lau also started following Si Mu in her

youth. Early on, she already considered
Si Mu as her mother and role model.
Back then, her dream was to become
just like Si Mu, to one day marry a pas-
tor, and become a Si Mu herself. To-
day, God has made her dream come
true, and is also currently using her
and her husband mightily. Deacon Gin-
Gen Xu who established the Shanghai
302 Mission, was especially respectful
to Si Mu. He has written an exclusive
article that recorded the testimonies
concerning Si Mu. Deacon Tony Chu,
who has since moved up north, adored
Si Mu back in his childhood and
claimed that Si Mu was the teacher
who changed his life.

In our mother church, the late Deacon
Dr. Chang Y. Wu, who was a world fa-
mous heart surgeon and the chairman
of the Sanctuary Building Committee,
had said, “Without the support from Si
Mu, | definitely could not have the con-
fidence to complete such a major en-
deavor.” His wife, Betty often said, “ Si
Mu’s smile is unforgettable because it
has been a tremendous encourage-
ment to me.” Allan Ng, who was
deemed The Chinese Steak King, has
still often said, “ Whenever we were
before Si Mu, we had to be completely
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honest because she was extraordinarily
intelligent and could perceive our very
thoughts. | truly missed Si Mu.” Brother
Kelly Yeung was taught by Si Mu when
he was younger. He said, “ Si Mu was
kind and cool. All she had to do was just
say the word, and | would do it immedi-
ately without any objection.”

Si Mu loved the little children and was
absolutely against corporal punishment
and scolding. The children also loved Si
Mu and treated Si Mu like she was their
mother or grandmother, and revered
her with utmost respect. Deacon Tong-
Lo Wang’s son Joshua would say “Si Mu
knows” whenever he saw Si Mu. He
meant that Si Mu understood every-
thing. While attending other churches,
when the many sisters were meeting Si
Mu for the very first time, they would
easily bond like adopted children and
mother. Just like Sister Sharon Chiu from
the New Orleans Chinese Baptist Church;
Sister Margaret Eng from the Washing-
ton Chinese Church; Sister Stella Hui
from The Toronto Chinese Baptist
Church. These individuals are examples,
to name a few. Anyone who had met Si
Mu respected her wholeheartedly.

Being such a maiden to be used by God
how was | able to have her as my mate?
Not even in my dreams can | imagine be-
ing able to have such a prudent wife.
This was solely by God’s grace to me.
The Scriptures said in Proverbs 19:14,
“Houses and wealth are inherited from
parents, but a prudent wife is from the

Lord.” In 1953, | graduated from high
school and received God’s calling to of-
fer my entire life to serve the Lord.

Later, by the principal’s recommenda-
tion, | attended a very strict seminary for
theology studies. According to the semi-
nary’s protocol, all seminary students
must live in the dormitory. There was
one exception, a female student named
Irene Ng. There were two reasons: first,
her family’s background was especially
extraordinary. Second, she did not want
her family to know that she was studying
theology. That was why the president of
the seminary had authorized her as the
exception.

In the theology studies, there were
many required readings. But, the library
in the seminary had limited resources.
We had to take turns to loan out the ref-
erence books. Strangely, that female stu-
dent’s turn to borrow the reference
books was right after mine. | believe that
was in God’s plan. Because she did not
live in the dormitory, she had limited
time to read at the library. In considera-
tion of her, | would hurriedly complete
the required reading. The first time
when | gave her the book, she was star-
tled and said, “ You’ve read it so fast,
were you speed reading, 10 rows per
glance?” | said, “I'm not that talented,
but | should be able to read 2 rows at a
time.” She said, “Wow! If | have any
questions later on, I'll just ask you!” Ever
since then, our relationship gradually de-
veloped. | liked her congeniality, amiabil-
ity and desire for achievement. She was
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very down-to-earth.

A year flew by quickly. In the beginning
of the second semester in the second
year, | did not see her at the school. | be-
came very worrisome. Then, | sought out
information from one of her close class-
mates. It was because she was ill and has
been admitted to the Hong Kong Sanato-
rium & Hospital. Back then, that was the
most prestigious hospital. That class-
mate must have noticed my ill at ease
expression, as she then said, “we heard
that she could be going home tomorrow,
let’s get together with a few classmates
to go visiting her.” We then went to the
school’s administrative office to inquire
about her home address. It was not easy
for us to get to her house. Actually, she
was living at the most affluent neighbor-
hood in Hong Kong back then. It was lo-
cally referred to as the “Half Mountain
Estate” named “Happy Valley” . From
her house, one can enjoy the entire har-
bor view. Her mother was a very regal
and refined woman. After this home
visit, her mother found out about her
theology studies. | also knew that she
and | would never be able to become
husband and wife because our family
backgrounds were too extreme in differ-
ences.

In half a year later, she still did not re-
turn to the school. Afterwards, | received
updated news about her. Due to her
mother’s devotion to her daughter, not
only did she not object to her studying
theology; instead, she encouraged her to

transfer to the Baptist Theology Semi-
nary to study. Her grandfather was a
high ranking officer in the late Qing Dy-
nasty. He had visited the southern
United States and was especially fond of
the Southern Baptist Church. After re-
turning to China, her grandfather do-
nated land and money to support the
mission work of the Southern Baptists in
southern China. Initially, she did not
dare to attend the Baptist Theology
Seminary because she was afraid that
some adults would recognize her and
notify her mother about it.

| thought then that we would never be
able to meet again. Then one day, the
president of the seminary suddenly sum-
moned me. Actually, the president had
known about our relationship and en-
couraged me to also transfer to the Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. The president
said, “A young lady like her is one in a
million. Perhaps she is the future wife
that God has planned for you, and you
should take hold of the opportunity to
stay close to her. If it was not God’s will,
you are still going to be well-grounded in
the Baptist Church, which will prepare
you for even more opportunities of ser-
vice later.” | accepted the encourage-
ments of my president. The Baptist
Theological Seminary highly regarded
sending seminary students to a church
to learn about church service on week-
ends, and | was no exception.

During one weekend, she came to tell
me that her mother was newly widowed
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and that she was a non-believer. She
said “ We cannot allow our relationship
to affect my mother’s mindset; there-
fore, we should stop the relationship
and hopefully one day my mother will
understand and approve of us being to-
gether.” Among all virtues, filial piety
was supreme. | agreed wholeheartedly.
Finally, she gave me her picture, and |
gave her a bookmark that | personally
drew which included the words, “See
you at the road of the cross.” | did not
give her my picture because | did not
want her mother to see it or it would up-
set her. She gave me her picture, which |
believed conveyed that she was in-
tended to wait for me. Afterwards, we
were separated.

This separation lasted for five years. Dur-
ing these five years, we would some-
times run into each other in the class-
room or in the public places, but the op-
portunities for interactions were few. |
believed then that there must have been
many famous and affluent families that
appealed to her mother’s approval for
marriage. And there must be many high-
caliber young men who courted her. |
also knew then that the chance of her
choosing me was extremely slim. After
five years, not only did | already gradu-
ate from the seminary; | even graduated
from college. | took courage to send her
the invitation to attend my graduation,
but | could not imagine that she would
actually show up. Yet, incredibly, at the
end of the graduation ceremony, among
the crowd not only did | see her; | saw

her mother and another young woman.
Initially, | addressed them by “Miss Ng,
Mrs. Ng.” Right away, she introduced
the young woman and said,” This is my
elder sister who has just returned from
the United States to visit us.” In 1960,
people who came from the United
States to visit their family were consid-
ered most favored and welcomed.

Her sister had the American demeanor,
lively and affectionate. After she con-
gratulated me, she said to me “ Kwong-
Wah, my mother has already approved
for you to marry Irene. | am planning to
stay in Hong Kong for two months to
help you prepare for the wedding.” At
that time, | didn’t know whether it was a
dream or for real. Besides saying, “
Thank You Lord” in my heart, and ver-
bally saying “ Thank you, Mrs. Ng” , | was
speechless. Actually, it was her elder sis-
ter who convinced her mother. In those
two months, she was busy going all over
the places with her elder sister to pre-
pare for the wedding and practically had
no time to sit down to talk to me.

Our wedding ceremony was conducted
by six Chinese and American pastors in
the largest Baptist church. After the
wedding ceremony was the wedding
night in a large hotel. It was then that we
were able to sit down to have our heart-
to-heart talk and get better acquainted.
She said, “ Let me be frank with you, |
have never served anyone. It’s embar-
rassing to admit that before | turned 16,
| used to have a servant bathe me. | have
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also never cooked rice nor prepared any
dishes. Therefore, please forgive me for
the time being because | cannot serve
you. But my mother will send a servant
to serve us.” |said, “Please tell your
mother, who is now also my mother, to
not send a servant to us. | can serve you.
| can cook somewhat.” After that, she
said, “ Starting today, | will try my very
best to serve God with you. And | will do
my very best to change myself, by not
having others serve me, but for me to
serve others, until the day I’m finished
with the journey of this life.”

Time flew like arrows, as months and
years sped by. In working for the Lord,
like a blink of the eyes, 45 years went by.
Si Mu has accomplished what she said to
do on that newlywed evening. The im-
pressions that she left being were not of
an affluent heiress, but instead was that
of a diligent maiden serving the Lord.
She was a servant maiden who offered
up her all, in oneness with her husband,
while loving others and forgetting about
herself. | also kept my promise, as 45
years were like one day, joyfully willing
to take advantage of every opportunity
to serve Si Mu, until she took her very
last breath and was taken by the Lord.
To be able to serve such a great life, this
was my most significant reward that God
gave me on earth.

After Si Mu has passed away, Pastor
Linus Lau has encouraged me many
times to move to Coral Springs to spend
my golden years because the brothers

and sisters in Coral Springs were happy
to take care of me. My God-daughter
Helen (Si Mu and | treated Helen like she
was our baby daughter) also lived
nearby Coral Springs. | thought about it
for a long time, and still decided to
spend my final years in the same old
house that Si Mu and I lived in the past
few decades. Because in this place, | can
call to mind things of the past, as every
corner brings forth many beautiful
memories.

My elder daughter Irma suggested that |
pass her mother’s and my love story to
the next generation by writing a novel,
because our story took place during the
Chinese Civil War. Just like with “ Gone
with the Wind” which took place during
the time of the Civil War between the
North and South. It will definitely be-
come a major movie attraction. The only
difference is that “ Gone with the Wind”
was a tragedy, and our story had a
happy ending. Nevertheless, this will be
an extremely huge production. | will
have to go to China personally to visit
the actual footage, to research the
places where Si Mu had lived from birth
to 16 years old and also the background
of the culture and society of that time.
Perhaps one day | will really decide to
write such a book, but it will be for only
one reason, and that is to testify about
the incredible wonders of God.
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How MMuch is Reauired?

Pastor Linus L.au

“Everyone to whom much is given,
of him much will be required, and
from him to whom they entrusted
much, they will demand the
more.” (Luke 12:48b)

Lasting impressions. They are
soul-stirring. Life-changing.
Could be a chance encounter. A
glancing look. A passing remark.
And your life is never the same
again.

For me, it was these words that
Jesus said to his disciples: “To
whom much is given, much will
be required.” Jesus also said these
words to me, right after my ordi-
nation as a pastor. He didn'’t tell
me directly. He sent Lau Simo.
Just as | was standing there,
shaking hands, receiving con-
gratulations, Simo walked up to
me, and said, “To whom much is
given, much is required.” That

was all she said. But that was
enough. [t would leave a lasting
impression on me. It would serve
as my motto in ministry forever.

At first, | had trouble accepting
such a charge. After all, I didn’t
think I had been given much. So, |
didn’t think God would require
much from me. I am not like
Abraham, or Moses. They were
given much. And God required
much from them.

Abraham, one of the richest men
who ever lived, was given the
great promise as the father of
faith. He was truly blessed, physi-
cally and spiritually. Yet he was
willing to risk his all, even his life,
to rescue Lot, his not-too-friendly
nephew. Abraham also gave up
his best when he obediently took
his only-begotten son to be sacri-
ficed to God. He was required to



PAGE 15

BSEBEEMSRARDBERLE

give his all. And his best. For he
was given much.

Moses grew up with all the privi-
lege of an Egyptian prince. He had
a great education. He had a great
position. He could have stayed in
the palace, and might even have a
crack at the throne. But he gave up
his all, to answer the call to lead
his people out of bondage. It was a
people who did not appreciate
him. Nor did they respect him.
Still, he was required to give his all.
And his best. For he was given
much.

Then there was Lau Si-Mo. She
came from a prestigious and
wealthy family. But she gave it all
up, to become a poor pastor’s wife,
to serve her Savior by serving her
kinsmen. Her whole life can be
characterized by one word: GIV-
ING. Yes, she is the most giving
person that I have ever known. She
gave her smile. She gave her talent.
She gave her time. She gave her-
self. She gave her life. But she
never even talked about her back-

ground, as if it was a big sacrifice.
We only found out from Pastor Lau
about her family history, after she
went home to be with the Lord.
She was given much. And she gave
her all. And her best.

Of course, there is Jesus, the per-
fect Giver. He did leave his throne
and his kingly crown, and came to
earth in a lowly birth. Foxes had
holes, and birds had nests, but the
Son of God had no place to lay his
head. The King of glory was
brought to scorn and shame, and
gave up his life for sinners like me.

Yes, | have been given God’s best -
his Son. I have been given much -
God’s forgiveness and adoption as
son. And now it is my turn to give -
my all, and my best. Thank you,
Simo, for pointing me to these pre-
cious words of Jesus. [ am trying
my best, although not always suc-
cessful. But you are my inspiration,
and Jesus is my strength.
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Memorial of Mrs. Lau

Florence Xiong

| was born in the late after-
noon on the day of May 23, 1996,
2:03 to be exact, promptly after-
wards, Mrs. Lau and Pastor Lau
came knocking on my hospital
room door. They were the first
people excluding my parents and
hospital staff to see me. From the
moment she saw me in the hospi-
tal till 9 years afterwards, Mrs. Lau
had been a constant figure in my
life.

From a role model to a sec-
ond mother, Mrs. Lau had always
been there for me. When | was

younger, | was terrified of the dark.

At night, | would have terrible
nightmares. Sometimes my par-
ents would wake up to find me
curled up in their bed during the
middle of the night because of my
horrible dreams. When Mrs. Lau
heard this, she immediately called
me up and prayed for me over the
phone; however, it didn’t stop
there. She arranged for me to
meet with her and Pastor Lau and
talked to me in person about how
God is always with me and |
shouldn’t be afraid. She said that

God is bigger and stronger than
any of my nightmares and the
dark. | have nothing to be afraid of
because God is with me. Later on
she gave me a picture of a beauti-
ful angel, and told me to hang it
over my bed. Mrs. Lau explained to
me that the drawing represented a
real angel watching over me at
night when | am asleep.

She taught me that when I’'m
in a situation where I’'m scared and
| don’t know what to do, | should
pray to God. Today | know that
God will always be there for me
and will watch over me no matter
what | do. Even though Mrs. Lau
has been with the Lord for 5 years,
I’m more than certain that she is
smiling and looking down from
heaven at all of the other children
she loved. Thank you for every-
thing you have done for me, Mrs.
Lau. | will see you again in heaven.
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Guidelines for articles
© The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to

communicate through written words. We therefore welcome your articles,

including devotion, sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems, and so on. In
order to encourage a greater variety of contribution, please limit your article

to 2,000 words or less.

© The Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a
year. Please submit your article anytime.

© Please type your article on double-spaced pages. Attached as Microsoft
Word files and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhu: guanglongzhu@yahoo.com

© The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish all
articles.
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